
I have been married to
my   husband John for almost
41 years. We have seven chil-
dren and nine grandchildren.
We belong to Holy Spirit
Parish, first in the late 80s and
rejoined when we moved back
in 2004.

I grew up in Michigan,
38 miles outside of Detroit in a
suburb called Taylor. I met
John when I was 15. I was
baptized as a baby in the
Methodist Church back in
1948. My parents stopped
going to church when I was 5
years old. I remember visiting a
lot of other churches as I grew
up whenever a neighbor, my
school friend would invite me
to visit their church. I was
saved in a Baptist church when
I was 8, and visited revivals
over the years and even
Jehovah Witness meetings
when I was in high school with
a friend.

I was going to a
Methodist Church sporadically
when I met John. I was still
depending on others for a ride
and truthfully if I was in the
mood. When John and I decid-
ed to marry, I insisted it be in
the Methodist church. He was
Catholic but said that was fine
with him as he wasn’t a practic-

ing Catholic. His father, who
also did not attend church at
all, threatened to disown John
if he did that. John said he
thought it was only fair that I
attended one Mass with him
since he was willing to be dis-
owned for me. That sounded
reasonable to me so I went. My
experience, up to that time,
with the Catholic church
included attending my cousins
first communion (I was about 8
yrs. old) where one of the girls
threw up on her pretty dress.
The other impression was of
my mother complaining what
hypocrites Catholics were, sin-
ning all week, going to confes-
sion on Saturday, Mass on
Sunday and starting all over
again on Monday with the
same sins.

The Mass I went to
with John was a momentous
experience for me. First of all,
the priest was a Vince Edwards
look-alike, remember the TV
show “Ben Casey”. I was 16
years old….he had my full
attention. Second, a cat ran in
the church, the ushers ran to
grab the cat to throw him out.
The priest told them to leave
the cat alone, he wished half, or
even one quarter of the people
in the church were there for the
same reason as the cat. Because
the cat wanted to be there, not
because he would feel guilty on
Monday for not fulfilling his
Sunday obligation. I was
stunned. What would my
mother think of this? The last
impression I remember from
that day was, if God was really
REAL, it made sense to kneel

in his presence. No other
church I had been in modeled
that level of respect or rever-
ence. It struck me as right. I
wanted to go back to the
Catholic Church and began a
new journey into the beauty,
truth, and life to be found in
Mother Church.

John and I became
involved in the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal in 1969.
That was also a life changing
experience for me. That is
when I experienced a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ,
God the Father, and the Holy
Spirit. I found out it was ALL
real. Early on in the movement,
I experienced Jesus’ pres-
ence in the Eucharist so
powerfully that I knew I
would never be able to have
this relationship with Him
outside of the Catholic faith.
That was only the beginning
for me of discovering the rich-
ness of spirituality in our faith.

We actually spent 8
years living in Ann Arbor,
Michigan as part of the Word
of God Community which
consisted of over 3,000 mem-
bers from over 50 different
denominations. It was due to
three of our seven children
being Deaf that we left
Michigan and moved to
Fremont where the best school
for the Deaf is even today.
Now 6 of our 9 grandchildren
are also deaf and three are
enrolled at CA School for the
Deaf, Fremont.

John and I entered a
period of our lives juggling 
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Flos  Carmeli
O beautiful 

Flower of Carmel

Most fruitful vine, 

Splendor of Heaven,

Holy and Singular,

Who brought forth 

the Son of God,

still ever remaining

a pure Virgin,

Assist us in

our necessities.

O Star of the Sea,

Help and protect us.

Show us that you

are our Mother.
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